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ven while growing up in Northern California’s
Bay Area, David Zimmerman knew his sights
were set on a career in Hollywood. In first

grade he directed, produced and starred in a production
of Hansel and Gretel. Years later, he majored in drama
at San Francisco State University, and went on to study
at the prestigious American Conservatory Theatre, He's
appeared in commercials for Round Table Pizza, Sub-
way and Greyhound, and in such film and TV projects
as Meet the Fockers, Unknown and NipfTuek.

Today Zimmerman heads up Meet the Biz, a monthly
series of workshops designed to help others achieve
industry suceess. He spoke with ABILITY's Pamela K.
Johnson to discuss the impact of his work,

Pamela K. Johnson: What motivaied you to siarr vour
company!

David Zimmerman: I'd grown up admiring certain
actors and producers, and 1 wanted to work with them.
So when I moved to Southern California, 1 was deter-
mined not to take a job at, say, Starbucks —even though

[ hear they have medical insurance. (faughter) Instead,
[ wanted to bring together professionals to talk to people
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like me., who wanted to be in the business. That's why 1
started offering workshops.

Today, people who take my classes have gotten o work
with the late director Corey Allen, and with actors like
Bruce Davidson, Lainie Kazan and Geri Jewell. Geri
has cerebral palsy and was the first person with a dis-
ability to really get out there on television with The
Facts of Life and, more recently, with Deadwood.

Meet the Biz recently hosted a session with Howard
Fine. who runs a top-acting workshop in Los Angeles.
We staged 10 scenes and showcased 20 students in a
class that ran for over an hour. Some participants had a
disability and some didn’t. Howard made sure everyone
2ot time to perform,

All of our instructors bring in material they d like to
teach, lead different exercises. and tell amazing personal
stories. They really go deep into the process. That's
important because we're all in the same bag: looking for
jobs and secking connections. Why not to work togeth-
er? You never know where that might lead.

Johnson: How did you break into the business?






